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SABBATH UtAILS. 



T>E time ftppcara to call Ibr Ihc subject of the folloirin^ sdJrcss bciog 
placed more fully before llic public than it hm Liilicrto been. Tlic saj- 
iDgpi'and doings, beingp princi^inltj' un Ilic pari of tUusc tvlio lake Ibc con- 
Irar^/ii^c, Ihej aresupposcUiopoMessilic vantage ground orilie argument ; 
or, sf ^upcrficial inquirers, lliey may termio liaveaitained it. If climoar 
it a proof of that bcin^llie fact, it ia so. If llie iinbtusbing repetition of a 
■enseless caliimn;; (lie conliQued evasion of llic question', the ronctant 
introduction of extraneous mattor, anil Iho triumpliant tone assumed, [on (lie 
ground uf tbe infidel opinion of some, groat and lilllc men, and of :he i~oles 
of a foiTnermajoril; of grave legislators,] ifeitbcrof Ibcse is, orall of tbem, 
are to be receivod as a plea, in reason's stoad — Ihcy may, indeed, cry Vic- 
tory 1 an'J Religion lift up her voice In vain. But. altboitgli tbn country :■ 
evidently verging toivards tlie rocks and shoala of Infidelity and Atlieiem, 
Christians are stilt periaitUit to shoir, ivbnn required, Ihc reason oftlie hopo 
tbey chorisb — tbe reasonabtenGSsofthG moral inculcated in any taw immut- 
able, 00 tbe record of ibc inspired volume- 

The rottowin^ pages arc cilcomcd irorthj of an,altGnlivo perusal. Thej 
are repubtislicd entire from the ChrisUan InUHisencfr, in order that they 
may be themoregen'erally readinthis seclionof Ibcland. It is not assert- 
ed or supposed, lUat tlic argument exhausts tbe defence, of the fi iends of 
the Sabbath ; but it isconliJcntly believed that IlicreiifrufAin il, vhich not 
any individual — ivhoso failing * leans to virtue's side' — can cillier gainsay 
or resiet ; Truth, thai certainly teiH not be resisted by any one disposed (o 
honour the Divine injunction— XX. Esod. G. — "Bemekiscii toe Sabbatu 
tMT,TO Ekev it Holt.'* 

Jftuibtirgki Jiardi, 1830. 
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ADDRESS. 



I WISH (o address you on a subject of vital interest to the 
Iiopes of clirisiinns, onil the civil and religious liberty of .oar 
country — tlie Sabbath Mail question. Were this, as formerly, 
and us it should he still, simply a question whether Congress 
should put a stop to tiie Iravelling of the public mails on the 
Snbbaih, my voice might not now have been heard on the sub- 
ject; but it has clinnged, nr is fast changing its character, so as 
lo become a question ivheiUer the Sabbath is to be regarded ns 
an institution of Christianity, and in connection with tliis, v/he- 
llier the government shall give its sanction to the principles of 
an atheistical philasn|)hy, that men and nations are not ac- 
counliible to Jehot-ah. It is to contribute my mite t" '^rds 
wardins; off fmni our beloved country the horrors whici. iiust 
result from (he triumph ofsuch a system, that I speak ; and not 
from any pxpecialion that my feeble voice will have any iin> 
mediate efftict on the course of government. ] consider the 
success of such a system promoted by all such means ns are 
calcnlaled to render smy of the institutions of Christianity the 
spoil of popular prejudice and passion. 1 consider the Sabbalb 
so vitally connected with the system of chrislianiiy, that nothing 
can have the appearance of opposition to the one, without real' 
lif loiveiin^ the other in ihe estimation of the public; and I 
consider ilie reports wiiich are so industriously circulated, of 
the Viist number of chrisiinns who appear indifferent lo the 
Sabbath, as being calculated, ifnot always intended to ensnare 
innviuy rhrislians, and induce them to doubt concerning o>ie 
of the plainest pret-epis of Christianity. In some details where 
I intiy choose lo employ such a language as the occasion calls 
fir, 1 may differ from some of my felluw-citlzens, wiili whom I 
have lived and slill hope lo live on tercns of civility. To wound 
tiie leclinais of any of iliem can never be desirable. Nothing 
shall be said tviih lliis inlenltOH — but the claims of duly must 
not be Hisregjuded. 

The friends of the Sabbath — those whose bean's wish and 
prayer lo God, and whose humble |ietilion to the representa- 
tives uf the nation is, that the Sabbath may have the same rc- 
pect shown to it in the post-office arrangements, as in the other 
departments of the government, aro charged with aiming at a 
union of Church and Slate. But perhaps there is nothing of 
this. Perhaps they never iboughl of such a thing. Perhaps 
they duira no undue iadueuce over the government. Per- 
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baps they are not seeking for a legislative decision in a reli- 
gious coDtraversy; and if congress should suspend the opera- 
tions of the post-office departinent on the Sabballi, perhups it 
would have no tendency to mingle seclarianism ivilli politics, 
nor take awny from us the Hbcriy of conscience, nor be attend- 
wilh any religious persecution. Let us examine — 

Whether the peiliioners adopted the most happy method of 
obtaining tlie object wliich they had in view, is a question on 
which I am incapable of forming an opinion. 1 am only con- 
cerned to show that the fact of petitioning bears on its fncc no 
evidence of evil design — ihal indeed the design was good — and 
that apparently, tlie otiject might have been granted without 
any disastrous results. 

We fully agree that all legislation which is intended to pre- 
scribe, or dictate or enforce the faith of men, is to be deprecat- 
ed. We hope and prny, that our civil riilcrs may always exer- 
cise due caution and circumspection when iliey approach this 
lubjecl. We wish to choose our own faiili, and enjoy Hberiy of 
conscience, as much as any, even of those who choose to have 
no faith, can possibly do. There are perhaps peculiar reasons 
why American liberty sliould be dear to us. Attached to a 
iraall religious denomination, whose whole history lias shown 
the very reverse of a disposition to amalgamate with any of 
the larger denoniinatians, and ivliich would therefore stand but 
a slender chance lo become the favoured party, should the 
buge mountains which hinder any religions establishment ever 
give way, we must be as clear of a wish to promote the politi- 
cal elevation of any denomination, as a man in the possession of 
a sane mind, and feeling all the natural love nf life, lo have his 
own throat cut. And il we believed thai influential denomina- 
tion, which is perhaps the principal object of suspicion, to be 
actuated by any such worldly motives, we should no doubt be 
as forward to lift up our voice, and to aid in exposing her un- 
holy ambition, as the most forwai'd of those few professors of 
Christianity, who have permitted themselves to publish their 
ungenerous, and as we believe, unt-hristian jealousies. But wo 
believe no such thing. Suppose It were true, however, there 
are several other religious denominations, any two of which 
would be more than an adequate check on her unrighteous as- 
pirings; without giving all this trouble to many, who cannot 
have more concern in the mailer than christians ilieniselves.* 

* We luve riblenml to wIhil IIiif uiiitniy iiiRl (illiciv Iihvu uiid mi iliB >iiUj>'i:l, hikIiIic 
cnnoliiaioii lu wliieli wr fiBveeoroe in nur ownmitnl i*, ilim llii-reii iiii ivhw.ii hi IifIh-vc, 
tliat u>7 of (lie Ini-ger dennmliiiitioiii vlin iiru iiucii'b<)c<l in liie Rii^l in tin: Btrui 
uhemet of eliiiilinii Leneiolvnec, riv Miming at ■ rvli):!™!* esintiliblirnViil. V\ n ri'il 
no <lii|>caiiiciii hnweiei-lo render Dorielvei lui 
fiat Ltiing wliicli msj btie Ikcd uid bj ■ Cav 
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But vou know the crad of tbe persecutor. Wh&t Tras the 
charge tigainst our Saviour? To what passion of tbe multitude 
did ihe malignant Jews appeal, when they tvished to array 
popular fury against -ilie Lord of giory, and take away his life 
I'rojn the earth f It was not in&oitely different Irom the 
cry which the prime movers in the present opposition to 
Christianity and ihe Christian Sabbath, (for I wish to make a 
dislinciion as to character and motive between the origina! au- 
thors ol'the present cry about a union ofChurch and State, and 
many who believe and propagate it,) would wish to have sound- 
ed all over the land — he seeks political eminence — to make 
himself a king. What was the resort of the unbelieving Jews, 
Blill when they were galled by the preaching of the Apostles, 
and wished to have them put where their voice could no more 
be heard, calling an alienated world back to God? It was to 
charge them with turning the world upside down— troubling 
the city — and doing contrary to the decrees of Csesar: though 
these very accusers hated the government of Ciesar, as much 
as some of the prime authors of the present charge, hate, not 
only the restraints of Christianity, but the salutary rcsiraints of 
such a government as ours. The policy was, to represent tbe 
Apostles as dangerous to the peace and liberties of the state, 
that the multitude and the rulers might be stirred up, to impri- 
son, beat and banish them with hearty good will. ■ By the po- 
tency of such arts, have evangelical Christians often boen con- 
ducted by scores and by hundreds, to the gibbet and the stake. 
Our ancestors — the ancestors of the friends of tbe Sabbath in 
these United Stales, smarted sorely under that policy, which 
shrinks from the odium of avowedly persecuting Chrislians until 
it has prepared the public mind to witness its doings, by giving 
them a bad name. And all experience proclaims, that when- 
ever the enemy of righleonsness has succeeded in arraying po- 
litical ])rejudicc against Chrislians, nothingcould have rendered 
the public mind more indifferent to their wrongs. 

This charge which began to be sounded in the Easif six or 
seven vears ago, before the Sabbath mail petitions were thought 

i1ei;im>iriaii<iiis ii<ni<'i'i;>ll}' iliffi-renl in llii-ir c>i'g»nii»tioii, Ii.<1l%icliuils mav iltfi-iid 
themwliraiit tlH.-ir li-uure, iftlity Uiiiik lliciruK iieedi viiKlkilHMi. Our |i'(ieiiiun n, 
llinL tii-iiliri' till: iii<iii.-ini:iit on llm SiibbaLli n^iiil, nni- Hnj uliar rtlicirau niiitmiiiili 

wl'h iliL- KiHtp. An niiuliignus csk mH]' besuietl. \V»i! vr lo givr k ni oiir t>iiliiiati, 
lliHl nIKlH^I,l•vHl imi'Ly in llw ViMed Huilet is in latour uf a moi>Hti;tiiciil govcriaiient, 
we tliuihl nilv uiiib wIibI nei-ei llylielieie ; }'et wb woukl nol witli lo be i-et^ioiiubie 
firs^cry iiHJiiMlm] of wij (mrly. 

■f II i> * curiwit liict, wliith it may be worth ubile lo {imerre, (hut the pei-imliciil 
wliwli ve believe w» the fini (o lound Bn vlirm ■brail * uii«n niCliurch ami braie, 
WKaH.-ni, iiiiiliou|^it iir*nrlunciilledrur, ■ilisUncei^huiiilredtof milct, U)cEMl>l$Mt&' 
«/(rllte•nu^,whI) illd notkiion llici'c wH9uchaerealiireiac:duenceiaiUe(liicr.— 
I'lie Saet may bo valuable lo Ibe fuluie huioriaib 
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at, so far as t ktioir, and which would now be sounded, just as 
Joud as it is, bad lliey never been tbought of, is levelled princi- 
pally nt llie iTiinistei>s of ilic gospel. The object Is well under- 
gtood. It is to render them obnoxious to the community, and 
thus destroy their influence in opposing that system of inlideliiy 
which not only the noisy railers against Christianity, but as some 
recent events are said 10 have disclosed, a few men liigli in office, 
are labouring lo promote. But it does not stop \riiliilie ministers 
of ihe gospel : it embraces all Christians, and iliey are nut a few, 
who lament to see any thing lilie a design on the pait ofany of 
our rulers, to sport .niih the feelings of the Christian conimuniiy 
in relation 10 the Sabbath. It is indeed levelled against evangeli- 
ral religion : and the spirit which prompts it, wonid never rest 
satisfied wliile there is one vestige of Christianity in ilie land. 

Under our civil consiiinlion, J consider the charge of aiming 
at a union of Church and State, as amounting, in a moral point 
of vietf, lo a charge of treason ; and In the present stale o; the 
question^ tliou^h 1 never saw one of the petiiinns, 1 consider it 
directed against myself in common with all other friends of the 
Sabbath, But where is the proof? The call for proof, though 
repeatedly made, has never yet been answered, otherwise llian 
by a re-assertion of the charge ; and for a very good reason — 
-there is none in existence. 1 ask, then — and I ask any man 
^vho lias not yet divested iilmself of the average share of can- 
dour which falls (n the lot of humanity — is it generous, is it 
honourable for men of standing in society to give any counle- 
nince to tlie propagation of such unsupported andj injurious 
suspicions, on a numerous and respectable class of iheir lellnw- 
cilizens.' Is k consistent with our first duly as members of civil 
fiociety-lhe duty offorbearing to do any tiling which might 
arouse and inflame popular resenimenii' If respectable men 
suppose tliey have sufficient reason for op|)osiug ihe Sabbath 
mail petitions, let them oppose; but il ought lo he expected, 
tliat in doing so, ibey would stand entirely aloof from any set 
of men who hope lo prevail by reproaching tlieir fellow-citi- 
zens, and by making havoc of all the best interests of socieiy. 

] will not attach so much grave importance to the cbarge, as 
to offer any proof that il is not true. A negative Indeed cannot 
be proved. It is urged on the very same principle willi a hun- _ 
dred things which are brought forward tn gnlu a point at an 
cleeiion : — ihe only inquiry being, does it fall in with some 
popular passion — will it answer ihe purpose .' Some of the more 
decent propagators of the charge have recently thougbl proper 
|o use a more mitigated liinguage — " any tendency to proiuoie 
a union of Church and State." That the cJiarge wants iruib, is 
possibly by some, felt to be an important want. 
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But tliould Congress stop tbe Sabbath mails l>'>iv OAutd it in< 
trod lice a union of Church and Slate? That body does not 
transact business on the ^abbatli — our roiiris of justice do nut 
sit on the Sabbath. Does the regard H-liic!i is shown to the Sab- 
bath ill ihese deparimenis of the government endanger our lib' 
enres, or violate the rights of conscience? Has it any tendency 
to unite Church and Stale ? What danger then roiiitl possibly 
arise from the same regard to lh« feelings of liie religions com- 
inunily being shown in the post-office department, as in the 
oilier departments of government.'' Could ihis unite Church 
and State? The idea is ridiculous when the subject is cleared 
of the mist and vapour which have been shed ou ii. No per- 
son believes ir. 

But it may be asked, why are Sabbath mails mori^ nffi^nsive 
to Chnsti:ins now than formerly? Does not the general and 
simullaneous movemenis on the subject a year ago, prove some 
deep laid plan of evil? It proves no such thing. When any 
great and imporiant object is lo be accomplished, a great and 
simultaneous movement is often necessary ; and in tbe view of 
christians, to rescue the Sabbntb from an organized system ot 
profanation, is a great and Iniportant object; and Christians 
may be supposed to understand their privileges in this land 
of freedom well enough lo know that iliey have a right to con- 
sult each other's minds, and to act in concert as occasions may 
require. And the question might as well be asked, Why weru 
not many of the present schemes of Christian benevolence 
thought of sooner, as why there was no attempt made sooner 
OD the subject of the Sabbath mails. 

' It may be further asked, Why should Christians be so much 
more offended with the profanation of the Sabbath, by the 
conveyance of the mails, than with many other kinds of Sab- 
bath profanation ? If they succeed on this point, will they not 
proceed step by step till they have a man prohibited by law 
from reading a newspaper in his own house on the Sabbath? 
Distinctions are sometimes useful — !ei ns make one or two. 

1. As to the manner in which a man spends the Sabbath, so 
long aa he does not interrupt the religious exercises of others, 
or by his example corrupt their morals, he is accountable only 
to his God — it is only when be inflicts an injury on his fellow- 
citizens that be can or ought to be restrained by humnn laws. 

2. Every lawyer will admit tbe principle that what a man 
does by another he does by himself. The same is true in mo- 
rals—or it is perhaps a great moral and scriptural principle 
ffbich it recognized in the law. Therefore, the authorized or 
jiermittsd sets of our represeatatti^es or agents, arc our acts } 
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Rnd we are accountable for them. Tou Bn<l 1 theo, arc cdfi- 
cerned in running the public mails on the ^abbaih day ; and if 
it is done by our connivance, we are accountable to God for 
tlie violation of bis institution. Such is not ibe fact with re- 
spect to all otber cases of Sabbath profanation. Shall not then 
the Christians of these United S[ateg, be permitted to say to 
their- public representatives, we do not wisb you to violate the 
Sabbath for us? We have delegated, and we do delegate to 
you no authority to sin for us. Shall ihey not be permitted to 
' do what is necessary to clear their own skirts of the guilt ?— 
And then, if in accordance with the wishes of a •majority, the 
Sabbath still continues to be profaned, let those concerned un- 
derstand that they do it all on their own responsibility at 
that Bar where we must all one day appear ; " where no pre- 
varication of witnesses can misinform the Jirdge, and no subtle- 
ty of ao advocate, miscalling the names of things, can mislead 
the judgment ;" and where it will be no excuse for transgres- 
sion that a man was a politician or a statesman. 

It is a popular argument, that individuals would sustain heavy 
losses, and that it would be expensive to the slate to suspend 
the operations of the post-ofSce department on the Sahbaih day. 
Willi the policy of tlie measure we have nothing to do — wa take 
up the qupsiion wholly on theological grounds. All this then, 
may be questioned. We have heard of wealth which had been 
gotten by transgressions being scattered to the winds. The man 
who would desire the government to trample on a Divine insti- 
tution, for the sake of some temporal advantage, would do well 
to consider, that as God's blessing makes rich, so bia frown can 
bring very low. 

The argument admits that the Sabbath should be respected 
by government, provided it do not cost too much. And shall a 
financier come forth and tell us that, that he can save a feir 
cents to the treasury by the transgression of God's law? We. 
deny it. "The Sabbath was made for man." The Author of 
the Sabbath, and the Author of our being has, in admirable- 
wisdom, adcpled the Sabbath to man's physical, as well as his 
moral condition. A rest, such as the Sabbath, is necessary for 
Iris body. Refreshed by it, he will perform more labour than, 
under the exhaustion occasioned by ceaseless toil. From ibis 

1 cause, but more from the habits of sobriety and industry pro- 
duced by the Sabbath, and from God's blessing, the abject poor 
are seldom found among those who sanctify the Lord's day.— 
Bitt the wealth of nations, is made up of the wealth of individuals.. 
Where are prosperous nations, lo be found, who have do Sab- 
bath ? Prior to facts, we should expect to find God's provideoc* 
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coinciding with his law. But facts fully confirm, what .other- 
wise might have been theory. Nothing that is morally wrong, 
can be politically wise. Politicians may be wiser than Chris* 
tians ; but they must not suppose ihemsekes wiser than God< 
A language however, has been held, which imports, that it 
is no concern of christians how ilie Sabbath is treated by our 
rulers — that they have no riglit to petition. What! Does a 
man cease to be a citizen — does he lose the privileges of a cit- 
izen, when he becomes a Christian ? We have before now seen 
" indications" of a wish, that some such idea should prevail, 
but we hope there are many, virtuous members of society who 
will be disposed to " watch'-' them. Or does this reasoning 
take another turn j* Is it intended that governtnent should 
be petitioned, only on subjects which are of interest in a pe- 
cuniary or commercial point of view ? Are our citizens then, 
so soon and so far degenerated from the virtue of their ances- 
tors, that they are prepared for the doctrine that it is criminal 
to desire the government to refrain from doing any thing whicli 
would hinder the influence of that "religion and morality" 
which the Fatlier of his country declared to be " the indispen- 
sable supports of all those dispositions and habits, which lead 
to political prosperity?" Ibelieve that some traits in that great 
man's characier, are better liked than some others, by maoy 
of his admirers. But I hope there are yet many citizens — I 
llope the great majority of our citizens, will, after due reflec- 
tion, coincide. in the opinion, that there are a large class of m^ 
direct means,* which Congress may employ to cherish those 
'' indispensihie supports," without any danger to the liberties 
of the citizen. 
, ■ I do not know how popular the idea might soon be madet 
that politicians have nothing to do, to regard the laws and in- 
stitutions of God. It is nevertheless true, that while a profes- 
sion of allegiance to God, cnnnot dissolve our allegiance to the 
state, the fact of a man's being a statesman, by no means makes 
Iiim cease to be a subject of God's moral government, and ac- 
countable to him for his official, as well as his private conduct. 
And it is the duty of every Teacher of Christianity, to hold up 
this doctrine to the liglit, as occasion may require. And shamp, 
on that coward servant of the Master, who will sutTer himself 
to be brow-beaten into silence. Statesmen are not too elevat- 
ed to learn a lesson from the Bible, on the subject of their mo- 

• "Indirect mi;Kn9"-:-Congraa9 rnsj provide the anoy snil (ho Cmli-'sat West-Point 
with luiuLile moml an<l religioua inslrueiiim, and reraore titxn ihrm many teropta- 
tiohi to vice. Slionlii the executive give ajipQintinenta to mea riS iinuii)::;! chHraeter, 
the ■enHlB may refuse to ratify them. 'I he memiiGn laty, Uieusi.-h'fti, ipend Ihs 
StibtMlIt in a cm-iitiaa maaner, &0. 
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ral accountabilily. TEicy will die like men. That alheisticnl 
philnsophy, ivbJch would leach ihein otherwise, is no friend to 
human ri|;ht3. lis tendency is to inspire rirlers with any oilier 
' " dispositions," tiian those wliicli would lead to a faithful dis- 
charge of their trust. We want, none of it ; nor'do we want 
feitlier male or female emissaries from abroad, to propagate it. 
It leads lo despotism and misrule. 

Those who would make it .tppear tint the Sabbath is a sec- 
tarian matter, have undertaken a task to which ihey are not 
equal. It is indeed a plain precept of Christianity, which re- 
quires us to sanctify the Sabbatli — just as plain as those which 
require justice, mercy, and the love of God. Christifiiis, if 
there are any, who in moments of cool and unbiassed reflec- 
tion, would be willing lo relinquish the Sabbath, or see it given 
up lo be trampled lo the dust by a system of governmental pro- 
fanation, may just as well be still more generous, and yield the 
whole of christianiiy. It is an essential part of the religion of 
the Redeemer. Ilhas existed, anil wherever there were peo- 
ple of God, it has been kept sacred, since time commenced Its 
Course. Wherever the worship of God has been found, the Sab- 
bath has been found in connection with it ; and wherever the 
Sabbath has been unknown as a day of iioly rest unto the Lord, 
the knowledge and fear of God have been equally unknown. — ■ 
Facts are ofieti worth a ^thousand arguments. Good Is it for 
that man who has wisdom, and candor, and sobriety enough, 
to attend to them. The Sabbath lies at the foundulion of Ihat 
hope, which enters within the vail. Nauseous are that man's 
til/ professions of regard to Christianity, who would Tead (be 
community to despise it. Banish ir, and you banish the Gos- 
pel of the grace of God, and the sacrements of the church.^ 
Banish it, and its lessons und instructions, and you banish ibft. 
knowledge of God ; you destroy in the community a sense of 
moral obligation and accountability — you rupture all those lies- 
which bind men together in society. Wiih it then must go tbei 
moral order of the community, and all our civil institutions.— 
panish ii, and you will soon be done with all the decencies of 
civilized life. This is noi fancy picture. If any of you have 
seen spots, where it was by all classes spent as a day of sport- 
ing, and rioting and dissipation, I can venture an appeal to you, 
if you would choose to fix your residence there. 

I knmv of no denomination deserving the name Christian, 
vhicb professes to disregard the Sabbath. A certain dcnomi- 
oalion may refuse to go back to the Old Testament for its ori- 
gia, ftnd some of its members may choose to employ a peculiar,, 
and somelimeS] a loose^ phraseology io relatioa to its sacred' 
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ness ; but (hey contend for tile Lord's day.* in one ortwo^ 

denominations, there may be in some pans oftiie country, de- 
fections iVotn tliat allegiance which Christians oive to the Lord 
of-the Sabttatli ; and the enemies of Christianity may feel aH 
ibe pleasure and triumph which tiends feel, when they bInZB 
abroad that Christians are divided. But I hope in God liiat 
the iriumpli will be short — that reason and conscience will soon 
resume their seat, and their o!5ce ; and that all Cliristiaijs wiH 
speedily admit, ilmt the Sabbath is no unimportant or sectarian 
matter. 1 canuot endure to hear the Baptist church, represent- 
ed as iqdifferenl, to this institution of her Lord. Someof mjr 
dearest relations iiave been, and are, of that communion. In 
ihc P?ew-EngSand stales, they are as a body with other Chris- 
tians — many of them are so to the West and South. A few 
poogregations, in our neighbor city, may have been forward to 
open their churches, to accommodate assemblies got up for 
purposes, of which, all things considered, it could not have been 
the least with some of the prime movers, to fasten reproach on 
their fellow Christians. 1 shall notirouble myself about llietr 
.reasons or their motives. Perhaps they thought the world 
had gone after the standard which had been raised against the 
Sabbath, and they must follow, to make It evident they wera 
Inie-hearled men, and not like other Christians, aiming at a re- 
ligious establishment. An associaiion of minisiers may havo 
approved the inSdel report of tlie Senate. What! An associ* 
tition, who are so scrupulously nice on the subject of mixing 
politics with religion, approving in their ecclesiastical capacity 
a political report If An association of the ministers of Christ, 

■ (iitl, wRlK-litvi-, iaHSiHiidaril vriver nmnngUie KHiilisU. T!iefoljovin|; n ci- 
tractod fi'am I>1b Italy of Diviiuiy |i. 593.--" 'I'lit Tii'sl [Ihv uFtlie wCL-k, <a- L»»l'iiliir, 
U now Uie itu; ofwnrsliip otMeiteil liy Uie ((viicnililj uf clinMimis. U|iiin whHt ira- 
comitiii»l by wlwt uulliwily, muetWooni^xt ini|iiii']'. So. Iiy Tutue oT wiy iicniiiiB 
pr«De|ilarfKitivssvi>mniH>idnf Clirnl,Eiirwirnti Uwre i« iiaiu ; but lliir pniuliae and 
exin)|>lra oF ttie Apnuk-* orCh<iai,niGii uiqiiredliy Lhe Holy IJiJrit, wlin oniLe, uuglil 
ami lintet'iRil 111 iiiliLT lli;iu ngrveublu to I lie ctmmanAnenltaflhe Xoni— carry in 
t.S(^in Lhv iinlim, f irse hihI obliKulinii ofH (iivcviiL" Km-tliei- ni he suyi •■ Siich nii 
•eeouiil nfiimruu ninilc Ml » Iwmvci- plme o n>nn Iiti;*, is to lie iMkeii, uii) of.whieli 
txary roan is chjihIiIu ( H tta«s iiot r(.-quire lie bliwiiil Iw H skillfiil iQHllieniHUcliui ; ■ 
- man ttmt iuk> the tpirtf, ur Ibllnw* ilie |i1ihi|i1i, in vajiiibleol' cniinting fiidajton 
wliieh Ue Im wiow^il, ami hfIimi lie cornea totheaeit'nlli, /irmtft knaw ^ituBtJiit, 
vaa, tuttbe l^riff." Aiffan ■* Tlie wlinlii ot'Uie (Uyi^uiiilil be ulnerml, frnm inuni> 
tii^ toBwidii); ; llieenrly pnrlaiinuld lux Ik iiiilulgcitui ■lci'|>, nur miy iinrt ijicnl in 
duni^ B TDHii'ii oini liuttiien,in nnini; iip iii« iiecimiiti ami M-ltiiigirijtlithiBaliniibaulu; 
nm' I'l (umiHl |i[c»iiiva, Hiiil recrcMiaii*, iii g^mw uiil apiiini ; iior in wnlkmi' in -thu' 
flvldi ; nnri I Inking nPtillmjounier*. Bui faEiittv* |iiiblie wnraliili, nieii tiioiilil Ht. 
tewt tiiTCwIingilielJGi^litiirea, uraj^ei'and mjilitiiiioii, atirl cliriiliAn onuTei'enMi ; nn'd^ 
inaiie'i |iioiis exerviaea ahonlil kli^aiiHiil lliu whole dHy." Similar rcnun-ka ai-e frct 

■ ;f Wemnyl«lor.rLisiiil!.-UB,1i>ilfiir.our<iwninilivWii«Iarl'e»« 
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sppcoriog in the name of their Master, a pap^ which, beyond 
any thing, which has yet emanated frotn our govern in ent, 
breathes a spirit of direct hostility to his Gospel ! Did ibey 
not know that their care was wholly superfluous — that ever}' 
reviler of Christianity in our country, had approved that report j 
leaving them nothing to do, but to sanction what in6dels had 
done ? 

But if Congress may not decide in a religious controversy, 
as ive grant they ought not, how happens it that some men are 
determined that virtuaily they shall so decide ? To provide 
that the mails shall not travel on the Sabbath day, would only 
be to declare, that there is no intention on the part of the gov- 
ernment to sport with the feelings of the religious community. 
It would not decide that any denomination of Christians are ia 
the right. Indeed no such decision is desired from them.— ^ 
The Sabbath stands on higher grounds. With reverence be 
it spoken, that Aoiy rfn^ receives not honour even from the Con- 
gress of the United States. But for Congress to persist in tba 
determination that the mails shall travel on the Sabbath, and 
that, on the principle ihat all days may he esteemed alike, is to 
deride that the Sabhath is so common and so devoid ofsacred- 
ness, that it may, by the people, through their public agents, bji 
devoted to secular purposes. 

A few fractions of some religious denominations may vi^ 
with each other, which will be foremost in a course, which al- 
most shows them ready to surrender their charters to the Pow- 
ers, should they ever be demanded ; but the great body of the 
friends of the Sabbath, we trust never will. Their ancestors 
resisted the encroachments of a royal Tyrant, who published 
bis book of sports for the Sabbath day, for the special benefit 
(»f those of his subjects, who were too loyal to question bia 
eovereign pleasure ; that, after dispersing the gloom of a sol- 
emn church service, they might return with the more hearty 
good will, to aid him in putting low his enemies, the evangelic 
pal Christians. Through successive generations they contended 
■ — and at the expense of much argument, and entreaiy, end 
prayer, and even of suffering, of treasure and of blood — they 
wrung from unwilling hands their civil and religious liberties. 
They laid the foundation of all the freedom which the British 
nation now enjoys. They transplanted the seeds of Liberty 
to these Western wilds. It was their spirit which first burst 

mpprobitorr ofictiarthegaierninaiit The pririlege, ifitba ■ prlTil«g<p, ahould «« 
JHWUIDC, he reoi[irao»l ; and then ws mighthnre fegulBturti, couiii orjuM.ii:e, ho. 
taming Midetaconwleruid ipproi* Ihe dmJi nf iha ehursh. Yet we itunotBtf ibU 
either the Silem uaociation, or >n;r othir Kcclauuliexl Uodj which hat puruod Ulie 
Mum, 1* oourtin; tlM ineioiw uule* of ibe goreroraenl. 
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forth in the American revolution. To them-otir ^tatesmsn nrs 
indebted, foe many & lesson. They liad their faults, good men; 
but with all their faults, I love iliem still. He in whom real 
dependence may be placeil as a friend of liberty, is a man, 
wbo, while be respects the rights of others, will temperately, 
yet firmly, contend for bis, own. 

But why all the alarm which is sometimes soundedi if Chns- 
lians are seen approaching the government ? Does their touch 
really break in pieces and destroy all things ? To obtain soma 
pecuniary or commercial advantage, they shall not only ba 
permitted, but solicited to petition ; but if ever they arc seen 
exercising their constitutional privilege, to remonstrate against 
something which is grievous to them asChristian citizens, somt 
men seem to be seized with aJI the tremors of a convulsion, and 
nothing is present to their deceased imagination, but the hor- 
rors of persecution. With religious persecution it has heeQ 
said " almost every page of modern history is stained." The 
language fairiy admits the constroctioH, that in the present aga 
of the world, bloody persecutions, are about as common, as th» 
sinuusilies ofinfidels. Now, baling the migliiy acts ofthe 
French incendiaries, it does not occur to my recollection that 
, there hits been much blood slied on occount of religion for at 
least a century, 1 remember only to have heard of the suffer- 
ings of some protestants in France shortly after ibe restoration 
of the Bourbon dynasty j and the case of a few missionaries 
who suffered a viulent death in Asia, and in an island of lh» 
South Sea. In some of these instances, the heathen wei'e set 
on by decent looking gentlemen, who would no doubt have 
been much offended, bad they been accused of enmity against 
religion. 

Unhappily, there has indeed been much persecution in th» 
world. Christians may sometimes have had too much band,, 
in the unblessed business. Persecution was one among ijie 
piany foibles of ages which are past — we sometimes hope, ne- 
ver lo return. But then again we have our fears. During tha 
long night of papal darkness and abomination, the opinion grew 
up rank that heretics should be put to death. As on many oth- 
f!r subjects, it was only by degrees, that the Reformers acquir- 
ed just views ofthe rights of conscience. No class of men 
should be severely censured, for not having been centuries in 
advance, of the age in which ihey lived. But as a general feet,, 
jn all persecutions for religion, evangelical christians were iha 
men who suffered. The world hateih them ; and men perse-' 
cute them, as they persecuted their Master. To charge perse^ ■ 
cution on Christians, in the way it Is often done, is to say, tbsl 
the spirit of Christianity, is a persecuting spirit. It is a slander. 
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-He who utters il leaves no room to doubt, of bis being an ene^ 
my to the Bible, lo chrisliitniiy, and to Chrislians. He may 
■profess what tie pleases. We will believe him to be a friend,. 
poly when he ceases to vvenr ibc livery, and speak the words 
of an rnemy._ And shame on thai covvariJ Christian, who caa 
hear such .reproaches i;ast on his divine Master and his religion, 
without opposing to ihem bis calm and lemperatei yet firm and 
decided disapprobation. 

It is easy to overdo a ihlng. Konest men seldom find it ne- 
cessary to be noisy in their preiensions. It is proverbially 
common to find, that those who are always ringing the changes 
on such words as liberty, equality, benevolence and the rights 
of the people, are either actuated by some ambitious motives, 
or cherish some evil design. If I see a man pcrformins in ibis 
style, wishing the while, to make the impression on my mind 
ibat be abhors persecution more than any body else, 1 feel ai) 
instinctive propensity to take care of myself. " A man may 
love his own house, though he ride jiot on the ridge." A man 
V/ho really possesses learning is not always shewing it. A man 
who has much money is not always jingling it in bis pocket. — ■ 
And a man, who has really a charitable and benevolent dispo- 
eilion, is happy in the possession of it himself; and would nof 
be' a wbit more so, if every body knew it. 

All free men are jealous nf their liberties, and it is right they 
should be so. The foundation of liberty may be sapped ; and 
no doubt, there are Ecclesiastics none too good to do it. But 
such characters may be as readily found among the accusers 
as any where else ; for the same reason, that the guilty indi- 
vidual is apt to be the first, to fasten down the charge on some 
other person. In consequence of this natural jealousy, thou- 
sands of intelligent and well meaning persons have been impos« 
ed on by the cry, " Union of Church and State." And dis- 
tance begets suspicion. Many are suspicious of the religious 
movements of the present day, because they do not approach 
lo^take a near view of them. They see something far cff 
through a mist — it appears great and terrific. Some corrupt 
maxims, make tbein hiite Christians — the reason why, they can- 
not tell, but still they do not love them. They will never en- 
ter frankly and generously iuto conversation with rcsiiectable 
Christians, and thus bar themselves of every opportunity, of 
having erroneous impressions effaced from their minds. Could 
they only get over their shyness, they would perhaps find rea- 
son to believe, that every true Chl'islian, is actuated by higher 
aims, and has nobler hopes, than those which centre in p brief 
political elcvEiioD. 
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In guarding their liberties, however, alt good citizeos tbeuld- 
take care, lest, in avoiding an imaginary Sylla, they rush oa a- 
real Carybdis. This has somelimes been done. 

We have said, that the question has entirely changed. The 
peutilinr ch-iiracler of the efforts of some men show plainly 
enough that they are anxious to enlist the patronage of gov- 
ernment, in favor of that combination of tliG revilers of Chris- 
tianity, which is composed of many different nan>es. 

There are, and long have been, scattered through our coun- 
try, some infidels or atheists, or philosophers, or whatever yoa 
may clioose to term them, of the genuine ijlurainati-school.-— 
You may know this philosophy whenever you see it. It is per- 
petually fretting itself. JVothing is right in society. Thepoor 
are oppresstd ! the rick are aristotrata and monopolists — except 
w\en it' is necessary to flatter them. fVe do not enjoy kalfth» 
, liberty we should — we are under too many restraints. JVext to 
Christianity, and the preachers of the unadulterated word of Gotd,- 
matrinionif and individual properly are the two greatest curset. 
Hut our rulers are bad too, except when it is necessary to gain 
their injlaence against Christianity ; but they are looking for- 
ward to happier times, when all men will be enlightened, and 
then we will have abundance of liberty. It is all for reformation j- 
and every one of its votaries is perfectly adequate to the task 
■^which is, to undo all that former ages have done. Several 
societies of this description have been active for a few years 

East. One of them has held regular meetings in New- York to 
ewail the decay of ancient paganism, and the superstitions* and 
customs of the savages in this country — yes, to lament thai 
Haccbus, the god of drunkenness, and Venus the godtSess of 
prostitution, are no longer worshipped — thus making an invidi- 
ous comparison between paganism and Christianity. Mr. Seo' 
ator Johnson's report was a triumph to them. They thanked 
their tutelary deities, and took courage. It is not unknown to 
tnanyinihe community, that incur neighbor city, there ar» 
some men of desperate principles, banded together in a com- 
bination, whose operations, judging from their extent, must 
cause them to lavish more money, than has been expended by 
the most zealous for the spread of the gospel ; white they shield 
themselves under the profession of a religion which lays claim 
to a spurious benevolence unknown to the Bible ; and which 
l^ erasing from the human mind, a sense of moral obligation 
and accountability, is preparing its votaries for acting their part 
in scenes of wild uproar. It is made as plain as any thing of 
ibo kind can be made, that (he object is, by availing themselves 
of the ^arm about a Union of Church and Sute, to operate oi»- 
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the public mind, and if poaaible on the government, in favor of 
til eir system of infidelity. This is the prcdominnnt passion 
vilh the^rtme movers in the opposition to the S^bbaih. They 
caro little — and it is not possible tiiattliey shciuld care more, 
about ibe Sabbath mails, wheiiicr ihey stand nr go, than thfl 
rest of their fellow-cilrzens. They can show no good reason, 
wiiy they alone should fee! a p^renia! concern for our civil and 
religious liberties. They can show no good reason, why the 
lens of thousands who have petitioned for the stoppage of ilie^ 
Sabbath mails, many of [hem among the most respectable and' 
intelligent of oiir ' fellow-citizens, shoidd be willing lo fasten 
doivn on themselves and on ihelr children, a religious despot- 
ism. 

Are any of you willing to give tJie least countenance lo such 
a system ? Would any of you nislt to see our couniry deluged 
^ilh a flood of infidel btaspiiemy, which after spending ils iiii- 

Kotent rage against God above, would turn its hand on men be- 
)w, till ciraracter, and property, and life — all that we hold 
dear as men and Christians — he made the sport of every'evU 
wind ?^ Under the religion of the Lord Jesus, notwithstanding 
sll the faults ofthose who profess it, we hnve done ivcll. We 
enjoy the blessings of knowledge, llheriy, repose, and plenty, 
to an unparalleled extent : and in equal pace, with the increas- 
ed exertions of Christians, has our cotmtry, hidierlo, gone On 
prospeMng and to prosper : and will any oi'our fellow-citizens, 
■ who are perhaps so engrossed with the business-pursulis of life, 
that ihey have not had time to enquire into the cause, but on- 
ly have heard the sound of an alarm — will they echo to the . 
sound, and without dire, and seiions, and solemn delibeiation,- 
lend tiieir aid to an influence, which, if God Almighty permit 
it to prevail, will cause the "scroll of lamentation and WOitcy 
paw rapidly over the land' Forbid it Heaven \ ! 
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